
Women Are Not Ready to Say Bye-Bye to the Planet 
by Barbara Talley 

“Bye-Bye Planet, was inscribed on a banner graphic prominently 
displayed in a doomsday article of the European Times Online 
Newspaper entitled, “Toxic Oil Spills Rains Warned Could Destroy 
North America.” This was in response to the chemical dispersal agent 
Corexit 9500 that was pumped into the leak in the Gulf which is four 
times more toxic than oil the article warns.   Other headlines, “Dealing 
with the Greatest Environmental Catastrophe Ever to Hit the 
Continental United States.”    

And it’s not just in America that the destruction of our planet from our own hands continues unabated, 
consider this. A July 29, 2010 article reads ‘China vows to prevent environmental catastrophe after 
river pollution.  “Flooding washed over 1,000 barrels of explosive chemicals into the Songhua River in the 
Jilin Province early on Wednesday, officials said. The river, a tributary of the Amur River in Russia, is the 
main source of drinking water for Jilin, the province's second-largest city.”   And let’s not so easily forget 
about other “unnatural” disasters that have occurred, Katrina and the earthquakes in Haiti, Chili, and 
China. We must become more caring about things that are not in our own backyard, because eventually 
the residues may wash up there.  Imagine the Unthinkable, and then imagine us all solving the problem 
together.  Remember the earth is home to all of us. 

What about Africa? 
And let’s not forget about Africa.  A June 2010 news report by NewsDesk.org headlines, Niger Delta oil 
spills dwarf BP, Exxon Valdez catastrophes.  “One of the world’s largest oil spill catastrophes is 
unfolding right now in Nigeria. For decades, thousands of spills across the fragile Niger Delta have 
destroyed the livelihoods of fishermen and farmers, fouled water sources and have polluted the ground 
and air.  The Nigerian government estimates there were over 7,000 spills, large and small, between 1970 
and 2000, according to the BBC.  That is approximately 300 spills a year, and some spills have been 
leaking for years.”  A June 2010 BBC Article dubs Nigeria, the World Oil Pollution Capital. 

 If this doesn’t get a rise out of you, check out the photos from Boston.com, ‘The Big Picture: Caught in 
the Oil,’ that eerily portrays through pictures the careless destruction of the Gulf wildlife, for which we 
are the caretakers.   The 2009 Women’s History Theme, ‘Women Taking the Lead to Save Our Planet’ 
can not be more timely and pertinent.  It is for this reason that I will revisit this theme in this month’s 
newsletter. 

We Need to Take Care of Our Earthly Home 
“The more clearly we focus our attention on the wonders and realities of the universe about us, the less 
taste we will have for destruction.”  These thought-provoking words are from the iconic 
environmentalist Rachel Carson’s book, Silent Spring.  It is clear with the ever increasing environmental 
catastrophes and dramatically changing weather patterns that nothing is more important than saving 
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our planet. For, what good will it do to increase our lifespan if we do not have an earthly home capable 
of sustaining future human, animal, and plant life?  Rachel Carson writes: “The beauty of the living world 
I was trying to save has always been uppermost in my mind—that, and anger at the senseless, brutish 
things that were being done. I have felt bound by a solemn obligation to do what I could---if I didn’t at 
least try I could never be happy again in nature.”  And finally she warns, "But man is a part of nature, and 
his war against nature is inevitably a war against himself." 

The promoters of the video, Global Warming: Rising Storm also caution us, “The burning of fossil fuels 
has placed the planet on the tipping point of global catastrophe and that Global Warming is driving 
dramatic changes in weather.”  They challenge us to answer the following questions. “How much 
irreversible change to our atmosphere has already occurred? Can we control the devastating effects that 
burning fossil fuels will cause? If there is not an immediate global initiative to save the planet, what will 
the future hold?”   

Women Must Take the Lead to Save Our Planet 
‘Women Taking the Lead to Save Our Planet’  was the visionary theme issued by the 2009 Women’s 
History Project but is even more vital and relevant in 2010. It is an immediate challenge to women to 
lead the global initiative to save our planet.   Our fathers, our sons, our daughters, even we, have 
unfortunately become insensitive to or have also developed a taste for destruction or complacency and 
it is hurting us all. “Without a vision, the people perish,” and in the wake of perishing, they destroy 
everything around them, the water, the air, the soil, the landscape, the natural habitats and homes of 
other creatures, the climate, and even more egregiously, other humans.    Clearly, we need a new vision 
and our vision must be of a healthy, sustainable, and healed planet.  Visions unite, inspire, and channel 
energies.  We women must take the lead in saving our planet, for we are the co-creators in creation and 
caretakers of souls.  Saving the planet requires doing what we must to make sure that our children and 
our children’s children inherit a planet that is safe and habitable.  But to do that, we must first focus on 
the planet and see it, really see it.  For to really see its beauty, its value, and its true magnificence, is to 
love it, value it, and commit to saving it.   

Too Much Is at Stake 
To save the planet, we must focus our attention and do something now.  Focusing our attention is 
another way of saying, think, reflect, believe, imagine, and act!  According to Lisa Gross in her article, 
‘Looking at the Sky through a Glass Ceiling,’ women have been helping us to see and understand our 
universe more clearly from as far back as 200 AD.  She writes, “Aglaonike, considered the first woman 
astronomer, figured out how to predict lunar eclipses as far back as 200 B.C.”   In 370 AD, Hypatia of 
Alexandria, an ancient scientist and astronomer born in Egypt is credited with saying, “Reserve your right 
to think, for even to think wrongly is better than not to think at all.”   Too much is at stake and we cannot 
afford to not think at all.   

According to the same article by Lisa Gross, Women in Astronomy, “In the early 1900s, women were not 
allowed to operate telescopes. Instead they were hired as "computers" to analyze and compile data 
from the telescopes.”  But that didn’t stop pioneers like Henrietta Swann Leavitt from discovering a 
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method for calculating distances in the universe, or Cecilia Payne-Gaposchkin in 1925 from being the 
first person to earn a Ph.D. in the new field of astronomy, or Jocelyn Bell Burnel a graduate from 
Cambridge from discovering pulsars in 1967.  Yes we have led in the past and we will continue to lead in 
the future.  And, with the signing of the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act into law on January 29, 2009, by 
President Obama, one more stone has been removed blocking equality for women. 

Celebrating the 90th Anniversary of Women’s Right to Vote 
This month as we celebrate the 90th anniversary of ‘Women Right to Vote’, we pause to salute women 
like Rachel Carson who is credited with inspiring much of the late 20th century's environmental concern 
with her documented work on the effect of pesticides on the ecology.  We praise Jane Goodall for her 
work with saving chimpanzees, beautiful creatures who can not speak for themselves. And we also pay 
tribute to, Wangari Maathai who became the first African woman to win the Nobel Peace Prize in 2004. 
Wangari Maathai fought against deforestation in Kenya by organizing primarily village women to plant 
trees, to stop soil erosion and water pollution and to provide firewood and income for their families. 

Anyone Can Serve and Help Save Our Planet 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. said, “Everyone can be great because everyone can serve. “  The question is, 
“How can you serve the planet?”  I ask you now to take the challenge, take the lead, and figure out how 
you can help save our planet!  Start in your own community, your own home, or your own office. 
Wherever you are, make a difference right there.  I live in the State of Maryland, and have read about 
many local examples of entrepreneurs, filmmakers, environmental education specialists, authors, 
teachers, students, mothers, activists, conservationists, and environmentalists who have already taken 
initiative and are already making a difference.  It seems to me, that it doesn’t matter what you do for a 
living, you can still do something to keep the world alive. 

Barbara is a keynote speaker, author, and poet speaking on the themes of Vision, Values, and Virtues, 
Empowerment, Diversity, Communications, Goal Setting and Time Management.  You can reach her at 301-428-
4831 or on her website at www.ThePoetSpeaks.com 
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